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Bush greetings from Grietjie!  The transformation to a green
paradise has begun. Hopefully the good rains we have received
continue on in the season.

The implementation of the APO is underway, and progress can be
tracked in the newsletter. Logan and his team have been busy with
the tar road again and I would like to thank Mark & Yolande Pieterse
from 29 for assisting us with the transport of the materials. This is
greatly appreciated by us all. Hopefully the river road will be
completed soon.

I would also like to thank Mark and Yolande for the improvements
made to Giraffe Road. At their own expense they concreted the
steep inclined section of the road. This was always a rough piece
and wasn’t used much previously. The new concreted section won’t
require maintenance and will save us having to dig sand from
burrow pits for ongoing repairs if it wasn’t done. Hopefully members
will now make more use of that lovely road.

The GLUBR changes have almost been completed. One more set of
inputs is required and then it will be presented to the committee at
our next committee meeting. Ann Wilson has also been doing a lot
of work to streamline the building requirement documentation with
regard to permits and the new regulations.

LEDET has been to Grietjie and will do a follow up visit soon. They
have been inspecting a few issues in the reserve with certain
buildings and the removal of vegetation along the riverine areas. I
will give more details once their visits and reports are finalized.
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Staff: We have concluded the contract with Mr Jason Nel to
be our security manager from 1 Jan 2022. Some of you will
know him as he is currently working on Parsons. He was
trained by Colin Patrick and had extensive experience at
Mohlabetsi River region in Balule (where Colin Patrick is the
Warden) before moving to Parsons. Terry Schulze from
Parsons is supportive of the move to us and Jason was not
“poached” from them. 

Logan and his team are still performing well, and he and
Odette performed various inspections for the committee over
the last while. These findings will be presented at our next
meeting where the appropriate procedures will be discussed
and agreed. 

Title Deeds: The notarial agreements have been drafted and
Mrs Annah Sithole from Coetzee vd Merwe attorneys in
Phalaborwa will be handling the process for us. She has the
list of participants, and the required documentation will be
asked of you before the annual shutdown this year. We want
to have this process concluded before the end of the tax year
in February. For those that have bonds on their property
please can you get the details of the bond ready for when she
contacts you.

Balule:  We dehorned the last of the black rhino that needed
maintenance recently. We were keen to make sure that all
were done before the festive season as this time of year there
is always an increase in poaching activity. Our reaction team
was recently involved in an operation that resulted in the
arrest of 5 people in a stolen vehicle and a rifle and
ammunition was also located in the vehicle.

We thankfully have still not lost a rhino in over a year now. 

Long may this continue! 

Ian Nowak

UNDER THE BAOBAB PAGE 02

"MAY MY HEART BE
KIND, MY MIND
FIERCE, AND MY
SPIRIT BRAVE.."

KATE FORSYTH

ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
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"IF SIZE
MATTERED THE
ELEPHANT
WOULD BE THE
KING OF THE
JUNGLE.."

RICKSON GRACIE

VICE CHAIRMAN - 
BJORN VALCKE - OCT 2021: 
The world is putting South Africa on the red list.

Everybody has heard the news… Omicron a new COVID
strain has been discovered by South African researchers.
Which should have been a recognition of South African
capabilities on infectious disease research became
instead very fast an almost global travel ban to Southern
African countries. It’s no surprise to anybody this puts
again a huge strain on the tourism in South Africa.

Therefore, I want to express my deepest sympathy to our
foreign owners who again can’t visit their own houses. And
of course, to all our lodges which again are being hit hard
after just seeing some improvements. For many of the
lodge the beginning of next year was finally looking bright
a little bit again but that has been sadly very fast turned
around again. We can only hope that soon the ban will be
lifted and tourism can start up yet again.

The Grietjie Annual Plan of Operations (APO) Update:
Mentioned in the previous newsletter, we are keeping
dashboards on the owners linked to their
activities/deliverables as well a progress chart on the
deliverables/activities. We have completed 5 deliverables
this month compared with the previous month.
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"HE WAS A
SCORPION..I
GUESS IT WAS
OBVIOUS FOR
HIM TO STING
ME.."

THE UNEXPRESSED

VICE CHAIRMAN - 
BJORN VALCKE - OCT 2021: 
A special shout out to Logan who’s doing a brilliant job
with the tar roads even with the unexpected rains and
people driving over his and his team’s work.

Light pollution:
Different drives at night have been executed over the last
months to look out for night pollution within Grietjie.
Luckily most of our owners are following the rules.
Unfortunately, some of our owners are not following the
rules of the light pollution stipulated in GLUBR, they will
receive official communication of the committee in due
course.

What saddening is that some of these owners have
received already emails in the past on them breaching
the light pollution rules. 

Light pollution is not only an eye soar for the people on
Grietjie but most of all impacting animal behavior. 

Many birds (also threatened species) are migrating by
night. Light pollution interferes with their long-distance
trajectory and reduce chances of breeding. Birds also
might to move out of their preferred roosting location due
to light pollution as well as more increased predation by
making them more visible.

It also impacts our bigger mammal species; we therefore
hope that everybody in Grietjie will follow the rules for
light pollution stipulated in GLUBR.
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"UNTIL WE
EXTEND OUR
CIRCLE OF
COMPASSION TO
ALL LIVING
THINGS,
HUMANITY WILL
NOT FIND
PEACE..."

ALBERT SCHWEITZER

VICE CHAIRMAN - 
BJORN VALCKE - OCT 2021: 

Volunteers update:
Some facts on the invasive plant removals they have
done over the last 2 months:

·Jimsonweed: Poisonous and known to cause
hallucinations. A total of 22 hours was spent in one
month on removing 1768 square meters.

·Prickly pears: They spend 43hours in one month on
removing 39 prickly pears totaling 72 square meters.

But unfortunately, most of our volunteers are
internationals and with more countries banning travelling
to South Africa. We will need to be realistic and
assuming it will also impact our numbers of volunteers
and hence also slowing down or stopping all the good
conservation work they are doing in the GDP area.

Security Manager hiring update:
Our security manager has been found; more news will
follow soon.

Take care, until next time.

Bjorn Valcke
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"YOU KEEP ME
SAFE, I'LL KEEP
YOU WILD..."

ANONYMOUS

CONSERVATION / ECOLOGY- 
FREEK VENTER - OCT 2021: 
The clever strategy of parasites.
(photos by Lindie van der Westhuizen and Cherelle Chrystal)

A year or so ago I wrote in the newsletter about the clever
strategies applied by brood parasite birds, laying their eggs in
other birds’ nests and shifting the tedious responsibility of
hatching and raising chicks to another species of bird. Often
the parasitic chick will kick all other chicks out of the nest so
that it can be sure of the lions share at feeding time. The
cuckoo brood parasites are mostly migrants that leave our
area in winter. They are arriving back at the moment. So far I
have seen and heard Levaillant’s Cuckoo (Gestreepte
Nuwejaarsvoel), Klaas’s Cuckoo (Meitjie) and Diederick
Cuckoo (Diederikkie). Soon to arrive will be Red Chested and
Black Cuckoo (Piet-my-vrou en Swart Koekoek) and others.

Some pictures sent to me by Lindie for ID purposes drew my
attention to another parasite in our area. Hairy Mistletoe or
Harige Voëlent (Erianthemum dregei) is a parasitic plant in the
mistletoe family, occurring along the eastern parts of South
Africa (see SA National Biodiversity Institute map). 

Hairy Mistletoe’s clever adaptation is to use its modified root
system to penetrate its host plant, connecting it to the
conductive system. This happens soon after it germinated on a
branch of the host tree where some bird deposited the seed. In
this way it is able to obtain water and mineral nutrients from
the host plant without having to invest in a huge root system. It
also puts it high above ground so that does not have to invest
in a trunk. It can, however, produce its own organic nutrients
through photosynthesis. 

Their beautiful flowers attract sunbirds and butterflies, and the
seeds are dispersed by birds. Only host trees that are heavily
infested will be negatively affected.

Groetnis,

 Freek Venter
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"TEAMWORK
MAKES THE
DREAM WORK..."

ANONYMOUS

CONSERVATION / ECOLOGY- 
FREEK VENTER - OCT 2021: 

Hairy mistletoe in a mopani
tree.

 

Hairy mistletoe attached to the
branch of a marula tree.

Hairy mistletoe attached to the
branch of a mopani tree

Hairy mistletoe flowers and
hairy leaves



RESERVE MANAGER/WARDEN
LOGAN VAN ZYL - OCT 2021: 

No burglaries reported. 
Lodges, please make sure your guests are familiar with the rules
and regulations when driving from the gate to Lodge and back.
We had an incident where a guest was following giraffes onto
private properties with their own vehicle. 

Animals in fair condition.
There is a few Impala babies that arrived .
We had good Lion sightings.
We also had Wild Dog sightings.
Elephants sighting was plentiful with the big herds coming
through Grietjie.

The reserve vegetation looks good after the first rains we had for
this season.
Green grass coming out everywhere.
We covered 15 more damaged trees with mesh.

We had 43mm for this season.
Day temperatures are getting warmer , with a number of mid 30’s
recorded.
Night temperatures are moderate in the 17 - 22 degrees.

We are maintaining the road and constantly clearing trees and
branches because of a high population of elephants.
Filled potholes with gravel on Doreen Road

It's Marula time again, Elephants are breaking are breaking a lot
of trees and closing roads 

SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL

 
GAME MANAGEMENT.

VEGETATION.

 
CLIMATE AND RAINFALL.

R0ADS

6) OTHER MATTERS.

     
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.

Logan van Zyl
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"DON'T BE AFRAID
TO WALK ALONE,
DON'T BE AFRAID
TO LIKE IT..."

ANONYMOUS



1. They’re vegetarians.
Warthogs may appear to be ferocious little animals, and contrary to Pumba the warthog eating worms in the Lion King, they are not
carnivores. Warthogs are grazers, eating grasses, plants, berries and bark. They also use their snouts to dig up roots and bulbs.

2. They’re wallowers.
Warthogs enjoy wallowing! If there is water available, they will often submerge themselves in it to cool down. They also like to wallow in mud
– it cools them down and offers respite from pesky, biting insects.

3. Their tusks are teeth.
The large tusks of a warthog are actually enlarged canine teeth. They have to pairs – the shorter, lower pair and the longer, upper pair. The
upper pair of tusks can grow up to 25cm in length! Warthogs use their tusks for digging, fighting rival warthogs and defending themselves
from predators.

4. They live in dens.
Warthogs are known for using empty dens left by aardvarks. They use these dens to have their young. They also use them as hiding spots
from predators. Warthogs go for flight over fight and will often back into their den, using their tusks to guard the entrance.

5. They’re tough.
Warthogs are extremely adaptable and can survive long periods of time without water. In fact, they can for several months without water in
the dry season.

6. They don’t have warts!
They are named for the ‘wart’ on the sides of their face. However, these are not warts at all, but rather protrusions made up of bone and
cartilage. These protrusions act as padding and protection for when males fight during mating season.

7. They’re speedy!
Warthogs can reach speeds of up to 48km/h (30mph) when running. This speed helps them outrun predators and reach their dens for
safety.

8. They ‘wear’ knee pads.
Warthogs often kneel to graze on lower grasses. As a result, they have padding on their knees to protect them while kneeling.

9. They can be foster parents.
Warthog sows have been known to foster nurse piglets if they have lost their own litter. This is known as allosucking and is considered as
altruism rather than mistaken identity or milk theft. This means warthogs are classified as ‘cooperative breeders’.

10. They enjoy being groomed!
It has been observed that warthogs allow banded mongoose and vervet monkeys to groom them and remove ticks from their hides. Birds
also help warthogs fight the battle against pesky insects – oxpeckers and other species sometimes ride on warthogs, eating the insects off
their hides.

INFO CREDIT: LALIBELA GAME RESERVE.
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 F U N  F A C T S !  
THE WARTHOG



 
GRIETJIE AS SEEN THROUGH

YOUR LENS...
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CLASSIFIEDS and ADVERTISEMENTS

GLASS MONKEY BEADS
 

HANDMADE MURANO GLASS BEADS
GLASS BEAD JEWELRY

BEAD MAKING WORKSHOPS
 

ARUNA MOHAN
GLASSMONKEYBEADS@CLOUD.COM

 
FACEBOOK:  GLASS MONKEY BEADS

+27 (0) 79 38 64 325

COETZEE & VAN DER MERWE
Prokureurs | Aktevervaardigers | Boedelbereddaraars

Attorneys | Conveyancers | Estate Adminstrators

SH’ZEN - There is so much love!
 

A more beautiful you, naturally!
Please contact me should you wish to be added onto our

mailing list to view our weekly / monthly specials.
 

Consultant: Odette Dart
Cell Nr: 0824500971

Email: dartodette@gmail.com

PHALABORWA BRANCH
 

Tel:15 781 1356/6/7 |  Fax 015 781 1141
Address: 

4 Tovanco Building
Palm Ave, Phalaborwa

Email:
deeds2@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za

lit@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za

HOEDSPRUIT BRANCH
 

Tel:  015 793 1113/4  |   Fax: 015 793 1440
Address:

166 Moose Rd, 
Hoedspruit

 
Email:

hoedspruit@costzeevdmerwe.co.za

UNDER THE BAOBAB PAGE 11

PENGA NDLOVU CUSTOMS

-  ARE YOU GETTING TIRED OF YOUR BLUNT
KNIVES?
- DOES YOUR CUTTING EDGE NEED AN
UPGRADE?

BRING THEM TO PENGA NDLOVU CUSTOMS TO
HAVE THEM SHARPENED TO A RAZORS EDGE.
LIFELONG GUARANTEE ON ALL YOUR
HANDMADE UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE

071 903 3270 – PORTION 77

CONTINUED....

VIRTUAL MUTSAMI
Professional Web

Development
We build MOBILE
FRIENDLY web &
applications & 

E-COMMERCE STORES
using WORDPRESS.

Contact Tracey 
082 424 7527

Email: 
 tracey@mutsami.co.za



For all your canvas printing needs.
Contact:

Wayne Calitz on 082 447 2331
Email: wayne.sprocky@gmail.com

Getting I.T. Done!!! 
Contact:  
Tyler +27 (0) 714 0966
Email: 
 tyler@tytytech.co.za

UNDER THE BAOBAB PAGE 12



UNDER THE BAOBAB PAGE 13

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE...

SEE YOU NEXT TIME!

TLB FOR HIRE

Contact Ivan: 082 388 2159
Grietjie NO. 67


